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usually download a free scanned copy of the original book (without typos) from the publisher. Not indexed. Not
illustrated. 1909 edition. Excerpt: ... CHAPTER XXXIl THE EMPRESS JOSEPHINE THE story of Josephine has been
brought to an end. It only remains for us to make a brief review of her principal characteristics, as they appear
in the course of the tale, in order that we may be able to say, if possible, how it was that she succeeded in
attaining a position in history to which neither her intellect nor any surpassing physical beauty gave her claims.
That she had no such claims it would perhaps be hardly necessary to repeat, except to emphasise the
strangeness of what time and mens love of romance have done for a woman who for more than thirty out of
her fifty-one years of life was utterly obscure. And first with regard to her beauty, the practical unanimity of
observers actuated by very different personal feelings toward her is most striking. The portraits of her are
innumerable, for she had VOL. 11 625 19 an inordinate love of being painted, and sat to GeYard, Isabey, Prudhon,
Gros, David, and many others, while busts and medallions abound. Few of these portraits give a very pleasing
impression. When we come to the written descriptions, what we are apt to remember is the rouged and
powdered face, with the closelipped smile that concealed the badness of the teeth behind, and the wonderful
elaboration of the chestnut hair on the top of the head. Not even in the earliest days of her second marriage
are...
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