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health experts, and others cited the lack of a clear and comprehensive compensation program as a primary
reason for the lower than expected volunteer vaccination rate among health care workers. The enacted
legislation is modeled after the Public Safety Officers Benefits Program. It provides for compensation of
individuals injured by vaccinations given as part of a countermeasure plan declared by the Secretary of Health
and Human Services in preparation for potential hostile activities involving the smallpox virus. This report will
be updated as warranted.
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