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dominion of the seas. The article next in importance is cotton, of which great quantities are annually exported
to China. Among many other articles of crude produce, it is proper to enumerate ivory, which in Binnah is
considered royal property--wax, which is procured very plentifully--lead--copper--arsenic--tin, which is for the
most part brought from Tavoy and Mergui--amber--indigo--paper, of two kinds, ono made of the bark of the
paper mulberry, white and fine, the other of the macerated filaments of bamboo, dark and coarse--birds nests,
in great request for the China market, and collected in small islands on the coast, --fish-maws, and shark-fins,
also for the China market, --tobacco, which has been long cultivated and used in the country, and is probably
indigenous, notwithstanding that some botanists maintain it to have been imported into Asia from America--
honey, which is very plentiful, the Birman wilds being extensive, and abounding in bees--rice, nutritive, but
coarse--precious stones, of all sorts except the diamond; but particularly rubies, of excellent quality, sapphires,
emeralds, topazes, amethysts and garnets. Many other articles of a similar nature might be enumerated, but
these are the principal. We find likewise from Colonel Franklin, that the principal manufactures of the kingdom,
at least those which are intended for its exportation, are, 1 st, Ships built in Birmese ports, of which it was under
stood in 1801, that, on an average of the preceding ten years, 3000 tons were built per annum; 2d, Towelling, of
which they are famous for making a...
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