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VOWEL RAISING IN SPANISH HISTORICAL PHONOLOGY

LINCOM, 2001. So@cover. Book Condition: Neu. Dust Jacket Condition: Gut. 1. Auflage. This work addresses the
raising eCect that a palatal glide had upon the stressed vowel of the preceding syllable, a process which
happened in the development from Late Latin to Old Spanish. This eCect is particularly visible in the lack of
diphthongization of mid-open stressed vowels, which, under normal conditions, would undergo a process of
diphthongization. All Late Latin vowels, however, except for the highest ones, undergo raising one degree. This
"irregular" development of vowels has been traditionally linked to the presence of a palatal glide in the
environment, and this study follows the traditional analysis, but tries to integrate it within the recent
phonological framework of Feature Geometry, which has been proved to be an ideal model to describe
assimilation processes. In particular, it follows Jung's (1991) hierarchical representation, focusing on the
structure of the place node. In order to describe vowels, Jung makes use of the standard features [high], [low],
and [ATR], placing them under what he calls the "vertical" node. When analyzing the raising process using the
tools provided by Jung's work, two processes are possited. On the one hand, the lack of diphthongization of
mid-open stressed vowels is attributed to the spreading of the feature [+ATR] from the glide onto the preceding
stressed vowel. On the other, in order to explain the raising undergone by /e/ and /o/ on some occasions the
notion of parasitic harmony (as described in Cole (1991)) is used. The feature that is considered to be under
assimilation in this case is [+high], but the process only happens when the trigger (the glide) and the target (the
preceding vowel) share a contextual feature, which, in the present case, is the specification for [+ATR]. This
second process is sometimes blocked, because...
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