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that number of acres only make a fairsized farm, and those that
contain between five hundred and one thousand acres are
frequent. The English farmer rarely owns the land he tills; he
rents it from the gentry. It is astonishing to an American that the
farmers can pay the rents they are charged and live. Even poor
soil commands a yearly rental of five dollars an acre, while the
best land brings four times that sum. Farmhouses as a rule
stand lonely and neighborless, dotting here and there the wide
stretches of open country between villages. The villages
themselves are made up of the homes of the gentry,
tradespeople, and laborers. There may be a farmhouse or two
on the outskirts, but never village clusters, such as we are
familiar with in New England, where the farmhouses
predominate. Ordinarily the farmhouse is a...
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