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Thesis: Submitted to the Faculty of Arts of McGill College, in
Accordance With the Statutes of University, Montreal The story
of a life must be interesting, but the history of an idea has a
manifold interest, because it is the story of many lives. It is the
history of life as it is ever springing into being, ever handed on
from one individual to another, gathering the vigour of many
ages. Men are not solitary units whose history must be a
collection of independent chapters, but they are a long line of
heirs, each generation of whom inherits the mental wealth of
its predecessors, and may squander the treasures or may
multiply them many times. Students of merely material
organisms have begun in these later days to wonder whether
the Creator s plan for filling this world with life may not include
some law ordaining that one generation shall hand down to its
successor a more highly developed material constitution than
it received from its predecessor. Such a hypothesis is but a
tardy reflection...
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