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Superintendent of the Cleveland Public Schools has in contemplation the abandoning of examinations as tests
of merit, depending for his criterion on the daily progress and general intelligence of the pupils. While this may
at first startle the unthinking reader as a very radical departure from custom, and dangerous, yet a few
moments of careful reflection will persuade such candid and calm reasoner that the plan is feasible and
practical. The superficiality of American school education is an ever recurrent plaint; in truth this hurry to get
through is found all along the line not only of the purely literary institutions, but as well in the professions and
trades. In this land of the Spread Eagle apprentices are few, journeymen are rare, and all are masters. Some
such plan as is contemplated for the public school system of Cleveland by Superintendent Draper, might, with
but few changes, be most profitably inaugurated by our medical schools - more especially those falling under
the definition of commercial medical colleges, that is, dependent not upon State or private bequests, but upon
the size of the class, for their maintenance and support. Who that has had much to do with medical college
politics does not know the farce that is made of the dreaded final examinations - how for an out-spoken, manly,
non-cringing student it may be made a most determined engine of oppression, and for others, of the lickspittle
kind, a mere form? Thus, speaking from personal knowledge, of a period of time not over-far gone, we know of
two students, one whereof was an ignorant carpenter s apprentice, asleep two-thirds of...
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