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In the last months the discussion about a European Constitution has gained further popularity with the highly
controversial speech of German foreign minister Joschka Fischer at the Humboldt University3. Until recently,
most draJ constitutions like the Spinelli initiative of the European Parliament in 1994 or the Herman Report in
1994 were discussed on a theoretical level without a hope for realization. Now there is a wave of speeches and
contribution of key politicians on this subject. In fact, there are reasons to assume that there is more to it that
just the typical German focus on constitutionalism4 but that a window of opportunity is opening 5: the need for
legal and institutional reform becomes evident in view of the incipient eastern enlargement and the results of
the Amsterdam Conference and its postponing strategy have satisfied only few. Moreover, the fact that ECSC
expires in 2002 gives further monumentum to the discussion about where Europe should be heading in the
years to come and how the problems of a deeper and enlarged Union can be overcome. 1 see Schneider,
Heinrich: Gesamteuropäische Herausforderungen an eine Europäische Union, in: Wildenmann, Rudolf (Hrsg.):
Staatswerdung Europas Optionen für eine Europäische Union, Baden-Baden Nomos, 1991 (Studien zur
gesellschaJlichen Entwicklung, Bd. 9), pp. 125. 2 see Weidenfeld, Werner: Die Reformbilanz der Europäischen
GemeinschaJ: 'Bundesrepublik Europa' als Perspektive in: Weidenfeld, Werner/Wessels, Wolfgang (Hrsg.): Wege
zur Europäischen Union. Vom Vertrag zur Verfassung Bonn Europa...
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