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indexed. Not illustrated. 1892 Excerpt: . price is a beggarly one. | But you will accept, dear, will you not? Think of
the advertisement, and, to quote your own words, it may prove the stepping-stone to great things. | said | would
wait until Bocksum came; but when the matter was put before him, he at once agreed to accept the terms,
wretched though they were, provided | was willing. You see, my boy, said he, there s no knowing what it mayn t
lead to; and although the amount won t pay for our wasted time, yet once the public hear those tunes they Il
begin to whistle them, they ll get on to the street-organs, and then out we come with a fresh one: our names are
known, and our fortunes are made. And Bocksum, with that stupid enthusiasm which, in my opinion, is so
intensely idiotic when there s nothing to enthusiase over, began improvising an air which would do excellently
for an opening for the tenor in the next production. But Mrs. Bocksum said she thought it would be better to
wait until this one was out before proceeding with another, and there was such a covert sneer on her face as
she said it, and such a look of triumph on Maria s, that | felt intuitively that something was wrong, although |
couldn t for the life of me understand what it could be, having quite forgotten the envelope, of the morning, in
Maria s...
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